
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

Cybersecurity 

ESG and Ethics 

Checklist 

Use this standardized checklist to create a culture 

of corporate responsibility and protection around 

environmental, social and governance 

dimensions, embracing organizational ethics and 

GRC (governance, risk and compliance) to 

support applicable data protection legislation.

1. Corporate Governance and Leadership Ethics  

 

 Establish a Cybersecurity Governance Framework: Implement a governance framework aligned 
with standards such as ISO/IEC 27001 and NIST Cybersecurity Framework to ensure a 
structured approach to managing cybersecurity risks. 

 Board and Executive Oversight: Ensure that the board of directors and executive leadership are 
actively involved in cybersecurity strategy and risk management. Regularly report on 

cybersecurity posture and incidents. 

 Ethical Conduct and Accountability: Promote a culture of ethics and accountability. Implement 
codes of conduct that emphasize the importance of cybersecurity and data protection. Ensure all 

employees understand their roles and responsibilities in maintaining cybersecurity. 

 

 

 



 
 

2.  Information Risk Management 

 

 Risk Assessment and Management: Conduct regular risk assessments to identify, analyze, and 
prioritize cybersecurity risks. Utilize frameworks like ISO 31000 for risk management and ISO 27005 
for information security risk management. 

 Data Protection and Privacy: Implement robust data protection measures in compliance with GDPR, 
CCPA, and other relevant privacy regulations. Ensure data encryption, access controls, and regular 
audits are in place. 

 Incident Response and Recovery: Develop and maintain an incident response plan based on NIST 
SP 800-61. Conduct regular drills and updates to ensure preparedness for potential cybersecurity 
incidents. 

 

3. Standards and Legislative Compliance  

 

 Compliance with Regulatory Requirements: Ensure compliance with industry-specific regulations 
such as HIPAA for healthcare, PCI-DSS for payment card industry, and SOX for financial reporting.  

 Adoption of Industry Standards: Follow industry standards such as CIS Controls, ISO/IEC 27001, 
and the NIST Cybersecurity Framework to establish and maintain a robust cybersecurity posture.  

 Continuous Monitoring and Improvement: Implement continuous monitoring processes to detect and 
respond to new threats. Regularly review and update security policies and practices to align with 
evolving standards and regulations.  

 



 

Let’s build and deliver your GRC & ESG program: 
https://www.securitycompliance.ca 

 

 

At the Intersection of ESG and GRC 

 

• Environmental Impact of Cybersecurity: Assess the environmental impact of cybersecurity operations, including energy 

consumption of data centers and electronic waste. Adopt green IT practices and promote sustainability.  

• Social Responsibility: Ensure cybersecurity practices do not disproportionately impact vulnerable groups. Promote digital 

inclusion and provide cybersecurity education and resources to underrepresented communities. 

• Transparency and Reporting: Maintain transparency in cybersecurity practices and incident reporting. Publish regular 

reports on cybersecurity performance, incidents, and improvements to build trust with stakeholders.  

 

             Relevant Standardized Industry Guidance 

• ISO/IEC 27001: Information Security Management 

• NIST Cybersecurity Framework: A framework for improving critical infrastructure cybersecurity 

• GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation): Regulation for data protection and privacy in the European Union  

• CCPA (California Consumer Privacy Act): California state law enhancing privacy rights and consumer protection  

• HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act): Regulation for protecting sensitive patient data  

• PCI-DSS (Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard): Standard for securing credit card transactions 

• SOX (Sarbanes-Oxley Act): Regulation for financial practices and corporate governance 

 

This checklist is designed to help clients integrate cybersecurity into their ESG and ethical frameworks, ensuring a 

comprehensive approach to managing environmental, social, and corporate governance risks in their cybersecurity practices. 
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